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Resource rent is the benefit institutional units are entitled to claim from 

using natural resources (or environment assets) with an economic value. It 

is derived as a residual.

Resource rent includes a return to the owner of non-produced assets from 

the provision of capital services, and includes a value for resource 

depletion.

It is also been used as a proxy for the value of ecosystem services.

Resource Rent Background
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Ecosystem Service Value = SNA Resource Rent

SOURCE:  Table 5.5 in System of Environmental-Economic Accounting 2012 - Central Framework (SEEA-CF). New York:  United Nations Statistical Office, p.153.

Resource Rent Background



Top-down subnational resource rent, general method

• Calculate GOS, capital measures, rent for the industry/s at a national level

• Split down to region based on available geographically specific information (eg

production)

• This method assumes same input structures within region as occurs nationally
(ie if 10% of Australian production in 2010 was in GBR region then 10% of GOS, COFC, return to 

produced capital, and resource rent is assigned there as well) 

Subnational industry-based resource rent in ABS

environmental-economic accounts



Selected Indicators 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

Direct tourism consumption ($ million) 5 627 5 663 5 836 5 888 7 080 8 001 8 364 8 176 8 275 7 658 8 560 8 634

Tourism direct GVA ($ million) 1 865 1 877 1 935 1 952 2 347 2 653 2 853 2 842 2 949 2 744 3 050 3 077

Tourism rent ($ million) 285 294 268 262 320 351 379 440 449 453 634 575

Tourism rent as share of tourism GVA

(percentage)
15.3 15.7 13.8 13.4 13.6 13.2 13.3 15.5 15.2 16.5 20.8 18.7

Direct tourism employment ('000) na na na na na 45.4 46.5 45 44.5 41.4 43.8 43.5

Tourism GVA per tourism employee

(dollars)
na na na na na 58 484 61 364 63 097 66 335 66 216 69 712 70 663

Tourism rent per tourism employee 

(dollars)
na na na na na 7 734 8 153 9 769 10 101 10 921 14 486 13 207

Number of visitors (millions) na na na na 14.8 16.2 16.4 15.9 17.4 15.6 18.8 18.3

Tourism direct GVA per visitor (dollars) na na na na 158.73 163.29 173.65 178.34 169.86 175.56 162.04 168.45

Tourism rent per visitor (dollars) na na na na 21.63 21.59 23.07 27.61 25.87 28.96 33.67 31.48

Tourism summary table in Great Barrier Reef

Environmental-Economic Account 2015



Tourism Satellite Account background



Top-down subnational tourism resource rent method

Subnational industry-based resource rent in ABS

environmental-economic accounts

• Calculate tourism GOS, capital measures, rent for tourism activity at a national 

level

• Split down to region based on available geographically specific information 

(tourism expenditure)

• This method assumes same input structures within region as occurs nationally 
(ie if 33% of Queensland tourism in 2010 was in GBR region then 33% of Queensland tourism GOS, 

COFC, return to produced capital, and resource rent is assigned there as well) 



“Tourism resource rent” is not ecosystem rent

Subnational industry-based resource rent in ABS

environmental-economic accounts

• Tourism rent should be attributable to tourism attractions but not all tourism is 

attributable to ecosystems.

• Missing link is attribution of shares of tourism expenditure/rent by ecosystem 

related purpose

• Ecosystem relatedness of activity varies widely across areas (GBR region = 1m 

people, area the size of Sweden)

• May be an insurmountable provider burden and data at any large scale



Challenges, issues, further work

Subnational industry-based resource rent in ABS

environmental-economic accounts

• Attribution to ecosystems

• COFC and returns to capital

• Subnational industry-specific tourism information

• Linkage to other SEEA accounts to measure sustainable tourism


