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Introduction
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More food, energy and materials than ever before are now 

being supplied to people across distant regions
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The biosphere and atmosphere, upon 

which humanity as a whole depends, have 

been deeply reconfigured by people. 

75% of the land area is very 
significantly altered; 

66% of the ocean area is experiencing 
increasing cumulative impacts; 

>85% of wetland area has been lost.
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› Many global challenges converge at the landscape scale

› A logical unit for managing them in an integrated way

– Where people live and work, linking to culture and identity

– Governance: local rules and regulations to access natural 
resources

› Visualize interactions and tradeoffs between SDGs

› Mapping, modelling and scenarios

– Create awareness and support discussions

– A catalyst for collaboration
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Why focus on landscapes (1)



› The landscape approach

– An integrated strategy that aims to bring together multiple 
stakeholders from multiple sectors to provide solutions at 
multiple scales 

– Core principles: participation, interdisciplinarity, 

multifunctionality and sustainability

› Integrated Landscape Management (ILM)

– Multi-stakeholder process

– Cycle: shared understanding, explore, plan, implement, monitor

› Various global initiatives:

Why focus on landscapes (2)
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› NCA is undertaken or being developed in more than 100 countries

– Integrates natural resource and economic analysis, development beyond GDP 

– Show how natural resources contribute to the economy and how the economy 
affects natural resources

› Roles NCA can play to inform ILM:

– Manage and allocate land to support sustainable development 

– Assess trade-offs between social, economic, and environmental use of land 

– Maximize economic returns from investments in land and land management

– Minimize environmental degradation from economic activities on land

Use of NCA in landscapes (1)
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› In practice not often recognized or used
in decision-making, but various examples
already exist → Table 3.3 in the paper

› Experience from five stories:

– (1) ecosystem accounts (Australia)

– (2) land and peat swamp accounts (Indonesia)

– (3) agriculture and ecosystem accounts (Guatemala)

– (4) water and land accounts (Rwanda)

– (5) planning and ecosystem accounts (Netherlands)

Use of NCA in landscapes (2)
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› Matching the ILM and NCA living principles:

Benefits of NCA for Integrated Landscape Management
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› Experiences from reports, cases and 12 experts interviewed for this forum paper

› Topics touched upon:

– Awareness of the concepts in both communities

▪ NCA in general is not well-known, if at all, by many people in the ILM community

▪ A view that NCA was mainly about economics and putting a price on nature

▪ Communication on and understanding the NCA data is sometimes a barrier

▪ Missing the spatial context or granularity in NCA data

▪ But, activities and research that is undertaken in ILM can be related to accounting (like ES m&m)

– Benefits of bringing ILM and NCA closer together

▪ Bringing environmental information into monitoring frameworks to assess landscape development 
progress

▪ Opportunity to make development plans more coherent, between sectors and levels

▪ Improving communication with financiers and providing trusted information al all

Connecting ILM and NCA processes (1)
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› How to bring 
ILM and NCA 
closer 
together

Connecting ILM and NCA processes (2)
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› Linking to the 
policy cycle

Connecting ILM and NCA processes (3)
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› Several topics for 
discussion at the 
Forum

Triggering the Forum on taking steps forward
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› Feedback on the paper welcome!

› Send to johan.meijer@pbl.nl

Thank you for your attention!
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