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Status / Background
Á Statistics Canada publishes annual physical and monetary accounts of natural resources 

in Canada

Á adhere to international standards as outlined in the SEEA

Á include energy, minerals and timber

Á Statistics Canada also publishes natural resources quarterly in the National Balance 
Sheet (NBS). 

Á Inclusion of natural resource asset accounts (NRAA) in the NBS reflects a more complete picture of 
Canadaôs wealth. 

Á The SNA 2008 recommended inclusion of natural resource assets (NRA)ðthe in situ 
value of remaining resource stocksðin the national balance sheet accounts (NBSA). 

Á Statistics Canada developed a method of generating quarterly sectored NRA, and has 
formally integrated NRA with land and produced assets in the NBSA.
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Canadaôs non-financial assets
:$ value of physical stocks, NRA highly volatile

4Source:  Statistics Canada, table 36-10-0580-01
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Status / Background

Á In 2001, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) introduced an experimental national 
balance sheet that excluded the effects of price change. *new* In the 2015 update, the 
ABS began price averaging (5-year average) and indexing.

Á Around the same time the Netherlands created a set of natural capital indicators based 
on a 0-to-100 scale that incorporated both the size and quality of ecosystems.

Á *new* New Zealand used decoupling indicators to track the relationship between total 
level of electricity generation and population growth 2007 ï2015. 

: Previous studies on natural resource index are limited
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Why a reserve index?
: to sum changes in physical stocks

6

ÁTracking physical reserves require an index because:

ÅReserves are measured using different units

ÅThe relative value changes  over timeðresource prices fluctuate

ÁThe reserve index:     

ÅSums all changesðdiscovery, depletion, valueðin one number  

ÅSupplements the natural resource assets (NRA) estimate in the national balance 

sheet accounts (NBSA).
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Natural Resource Reserve Index

ÁNatural assets in the national balance sheet accounts stem from timber, 
energy, and mineral resources

ÁPhysical stocks of 13 types of energy and mineral resources and their 
monetary values are applied to estimate Canadaôs non-renewable NRRI

ÁThe reserve index is used to shed more light on fluctuations in monetary 
wealth. 
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Natural resource reserve index
: with 1990 as the base year
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Proposal

5.3.4 Conceptual form of the natural resource reserve index
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