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Maldives

 26 natural atolls - 1192 low-lying coral reef 

islands

 ~99% of the country is Ocean

 Economy: tourism and fisheries sector – half 

of the GDP and jobs



Maldives

 Valuing Biodiversity (2009) found that biodiversity-based sectors contribute:

 71% of national employment

 49% of public revenue

 98% of exports

 89% of GDP



Relevant Policies and Priorities



National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
 National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP 

2016-2025)

 Currently being updated -> NBSAP 2025-2035

 New targets to align with the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework

 Draft national targets include a target on natural 

capital accounting

 Identification of key biodiversity areas -> 30 x 30



Maldives’ Third Nationally Determined Contribution

 Recognizes nature-based solutions and 

ecosystem resilience as important actions for 

climate resilience

 NDC aims to safeguard coral reefs and 

biodiversity, recognizing the importance of 

nature-based solutions and ecosystem-based 

management



Priority ecosystems
 Coral reefs  Seagrass beds  Mangroves 



Priority ecosystems
 High dependence of key sectors- tourism and 

fisheries

 Tourism- 80% of tourist motivated by 

sandy white beaches, 60% motivated by 

underwater beauty, 22% motivated by 

megafauna

 Fisheries-  food security



 Extent: coral reef, seagrass, mangrove areas 

 Condition: live coral cover, bleached coral cover, 

live seagrass cover, fish biomass, average 

mangrove tree height etc

 Services: costal protection, recreational value, fish 

provisioning, nursery habitat

Indicators and Data needs



Natural Capital Account Pilot- Laamu Atoll



Natural Capital Accounts Pilot
 Piloted in Laamu Atoll

 Produced: Extent, Condition, Service (physical and monetary 

value) accounts

 Data Sources: 

 Remote sensing (Senitel-2, Pleaides)

 Field surveys: coral belt transects, fish counts, seagrass 

transect surveys

 Published data- fisheries data, MBS Tourism Satellite 

Account





 Extent Account



 Ecosystem Extent 



 Ecosystem Extent 



 Ecosystem Condition  



 Ecosystem Condition  



 Ecosystem Condition Account  



 Ecosystem Condition Account  



 Ecosystem Service Account  



 Ecosystem Service Account  



Challenges
 Lack of availability of data

 Fragmented and inconsistent data systems

 Limited technical and institutional capacity

 Geographic dispersion of islands raises 

monitoring costs

 Lack of coordination and centralized 

database for data



Potential use(s) of Accounts
 Evidence-based planning – MPAs, MSP, identifying key areas

 Climate adaptation- valuing natural buffers vs engineered alternatives

 Innovative financing- supports blue bonds, debt for nature swaps

 Meeting international reporting obligations- 30 x 30, NDC targets, GBF 

reporting



Next steps
 National Implementation Roadmap for Ocean Accounts 2025-2030

 Expand accounts to national level (all atolls & ecosystems)

 Strengthen institutional coordination & centralized data management

 Develop sustainable financing strategies linked to accounts

 Regular reporting to track progress & inform policy



Next steps
 National Implementation Roadmap 

for Ocean Accounts 2025-2030

 Launched in June 2025

Developing the foundation: 

focusing on identifying priority 
indicatiors for the OA modules 
(Environmental assets, flows, ocean 
economy and ocean governance)

Iterative testing at national level for:

- policy mainstreaming of OA and 
decision support tools used

- Dedicated dashboard 

National system of OA established 
– mainstreamed into decision making

 – aligned with national priorities and 
development strategies



Thank you!
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