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Perspective on classification of ecosystem services

• Ecosystem accounting should build on the work of other initiatives e.g. CICES 
classification system

• Countries should be able to use information compiled through National Ecosystem 
Assessments to feed in ecosystem accounting
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Biodiversity Indicators Partnership

• Since 2007

• Set up to monitor progress towards 2010 
Biodiversity target

• Around 40 organisations to develop, strengthen 
and communicate a suite of complementary 
indicators of biodiversity status and change

• Developed a suite of global biodiversity indicators 
to track the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets for the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020

• http://www.bipindicators.net/

http://www.bipindicators.net/
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Global Biodiversity Indicators

• Existing suite of indicators that countries can use to develop their own fit-for-purpose 
indicators (e.g. Uganda Living Planet Index)

• Opportunity for sharing lessons learnt

• Indicators from one process

• Not all BIP indicators can be calculated in the same way at a national level (e.g. Red List 
Index)

• Not all BIP indicators are ‘active’

– Extent of marine habitats

– Forest fragmentation

– River fragmentation and flow regulation

Relevance for ecosystem accounting 
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Filling the gaps…

• June/July 2015

• Identify potential indicators that could be used to monitor progress at the global level 
towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets – focus on targets that are not currently well 
addressed:

– Target 14 on essential ecosystem services

• Biodiversity for food and medicine 

• Ocean Health Index 

• Red List Index for Pollinators 

– Target 15 on ecosystem resilience – global indicator 

• UNEP-WCMC providing supporting documents exploring:

– Where are the gaps within the global BIP suite? For these gaps suggest new global 
indicators (where possible)

– Which global indicators can be disaggregated to national level?

– What are the barriers to national level use of global datasets?

Ad-Hoc Technical Group on Indicators for the Strategic Plan on Biodiversity 2011-2020
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Filling the gaps…

Ad-Hoc Technical Group on Indicators for the Strategic Plan on Biodiversity 2011-2020

• Critical review of 
BIP indicators 
underway - initial 
findings indicate 
that although 3
indicators under 
ABT14 exist their 
alignment is low 
(ability to track 
progress towards 
the target)

• Work to be done!
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Useful resources for countries

Biodiversity Indicator Development Framework

Biodiversity Indicators 
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Useful resources for countries

• Aimed at national / sub-national scales

• Understand condition, trends and rate of 
change in ecosystem services

– Development framework

– Mainstreaming indicators into 
monitoring and reporting systems of 
economic and biodiversity policies and 
plans 

– Example indicators from South Africa

Developing Ecosystem Service Indicators 
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Developing ecosystem service indicators

• The ability of indicators to convey information about ecosystem services is low
overall although it varies wildly among services

• Indicators available for most ecosystem services are not comprehensive and are often 
inadequate to characterize the diversity and complexity of the benefits they 
provide

• Data are often insufficient to support the use of these indicators

• Indicators for regulating and cultural services lag behind provisioning services in 
each of the limitations identified above

Challenges

Key gap

• Measures the level of ecosystem services provided by a particular area (e.g. crop 
production, water regulation) but do not provide an indication of the actual benefit 
gained by people and how these benefits are distributed across space and time

• Need to be able to understand benefit flows from services to assess consequences of 
ecosystem service change for human well-being
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Source: GEO BON Ecosystem 
Service Working Group

• There is not yet a generally 
accepted approach to 
measuring the complete 
bundle of ecosystem services 
provided by an area
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Ecosystem service indicators

Indicators for provisioning services 
delivered by forests (MAES 2014)

Colours indicate readiness of use
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Closing points

• For countries to understand the changes in their ecosystems and services, they should be 
collecting data for:

– Habitat map – changes in extent and condition 

– Range of species indicators

– Key ecosystem service indicators

• Countries are setting national targets and indicators in their NBSAPs – are these fit for 
accounting?  


