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IUCN Global Ecosystem Typology: scope & structure
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Crosswalks: Integrating established national classification
systems (Level 6) into the global framework
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Attributing Level 6 to Level 3
- key drivers & traits described



IUCN Global Ecosystem
Typology

Current information resources

* report describing details of the typology
structure and the descriptive profiles for
all Ecosystem Functional Groups

e version 1.01 (version 2.0 in prep)
* Available for download from

since February 2020

The IUCN Global Ecosystem Typology v1.01:
Descriptive profiles for Biomes and
Ecosystem Functional Groups
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https://iucnrle.org/about-rle/ongoing-initiatives/global-ecosystem-typology/

lUCN Global Ecosystem
Typology

Information resources
Dedicated website

* Functionality

* Explore structure of typology

 Thematic and spatial searches

* Map queries

e Spatial analysis (e.g. summaries for countries)

* Preliminary release June 2020
* https://global-ecosystems.org/

* ‘Explore’ functions live, spatial analysis
functions forthcoming
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Select realm and learn about the ecosystem

and human

Get an overview about the realm and drill down to learn more about the biomes and

functional groups it consist of
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of our world :)
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The 7 hiomes of the Terrestrial realm

Realm

T Terrestrial

Select a Biome

T1 Tropical-subtropical forests biome

W B8l T2 Temperate-boreal forests and
ﬁ‘g’ ¥ woodlands biome

="' image by Boudhayan Bardhan on Unsplash

T3 Shrublands and shrubby woodlands
biome

T4 Savannas and grasslands biome

Explore > Realm

T Terrestrial

T5 Deserts and semi-deserts biome

T6 Polar/alpine (cryogenic) biome

The Terrestrial realm includes all dry land, its vegetation cover, proximate atmosphere
and substrate (soils, rocks) to the rooting depth of plants, and associated animals and
microbes.

T7 Intensive land-use biome

Water and nutrients are the principal resource drivers, with energy, oxygen and carbon
rarely limiting. Temperature and its variability on interannual, seasonal and diurnal time
scales, is a major ambient environmental driver, with ecosystem function and structure
responding to global latitudinal and altitudinal climatic gradients. Fire is a major
ecosystem driver, essentially unique to the terrestrial realm, although it may occur rarely
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Explore > Realm > Biome

T1 Tropical-subtropical forests biome

Realm: T Terrestrial

The Tropical-subtropical forests biome includes moderate to highly productive ecosystems with closed
tree canopies occurring at lower latitudes north and south of the equator. Fragmented occurrences
extend to the subtropics in suitable mesoclimates

High primary productivity is underpinned by high insolation, warm temperatures, relatively low seasonal
variation in day length and temperature (increasing to the subtropics), and strong water surpluses
associated with the intertropical convergence zone extending to wetter parts of the seasonal tropics and
subtropics. Productivity and biomass vary in response to: i) strong rainfall gradients associated with
seasonal migration of the intertropical convergence zone. ii) altitudinal gradients in precipitation, cloud
cover, and temperatures, and iii) edaphic gradients that influence the availability of soil nutrients
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