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IUCN Global Ecosystem Typology: scope & structure

• All ecosystems of the 
biosphere

• Hierarchical structure
• Representation of 

function – upper 
levels, top-down

• Representation of 
composition – lower 
levels, bottom-up



T1. Tropical/subtropical forests

T1.1 Tropical/subtropical lowland rainforests

T1.2 Tropical/subtropical dry forests

T1.3 Tropical/subtropical montane forests

T1.4 Tropical heath forests

Crosswalks: Integrating established national classification 
systems (Level 6) into the global framework

Terrestrial Marine
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Attributing Level 6 to Level 3
- key drivers & traits described

Level 1
Realms

Level 2
Biomes

Level 3
Functional 
groups
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IUCN Global Ecosystem 
Typology

Current information resources

• report describing details of the typology 
structure and the descriptive profiles for 
all Ecosystem Functional Groups 

• version 1.01 (version 2.0 in prep)

• Available for download from 
https://iucnrle.org/about-rle/ongoing-
initiatives/global-ecosystem-typology/
since February 2020

https://iucnrle.org/about-rle/ongoing-initiatives/global-ecosystem-typology/


IUCN Global Ecosystem 
Typology

Information resources

Dedicated website

• Functionality
• Explore structure of typology

• Thematic and spatial searches

• Map queries

• Spatial analysis (e.g. summaries for countries)

• Preliminary release June 2020
• https://global-ecosystems.org/

• ‘Explore’ functions live, spatial analysis 
functions forthcoming










