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SEEA EA Framework



Ecosystem accounts ð core accounts



Ecosystem services flow account

ÅEcosystem services are not same as benefits

ÅNeed to understand ecosystem services and their reference list

ÅThe account records flows of ecosystem services supplied by ecosystem assets and 

used by economic units (industries, households, government) during an accounting 

period

> Alignment between supply and use (i.e. supply needs to match use of a particular 

service)

ÅBoth physical and monetary units
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SEEA EA Framework ð an illustrative example



Ecosystem services

ÅSEEA EA includes a reference 

list of ecosystem services

ÅFinal and intermediate ES

ÅProvisioning:

> Biomass

ѐGrazed biomass 

ѐLivestock

ѐAquaculture 

ѐWood 

ѐWild fish + other

ѐWild animals, plants 
+ other 

> Genetic material 

> Water supply

ÅCultural: 

> Recreation-related 

> Visual amenity 

> Education, scientific and 
research 

> Spiritual, artistic and 
symbolic services

ÅOther ES

ÅNon-use

ÅRegulating and maintenance 
services

> Global climate regulation 

> Rainfall pattern 

> Local (micro and meso) 
climate regulation 

> Air filtration 

> Soil quality regulation 

> Soil and sediment 
retention 

> Solid waste remediation 

> Water purification 

> Water flow regulation 

> Flood control 

> Storm mitigation 

> Noise attenuation 

> Pollination 

> Biological control 

> Nursery population & 
habitat maintenance



Provisioning services
Examples



Regulatingand maintenance services
Examples



Cultural services Examples



Ecosystem services supply, actual flow and use

Supply table ET 1 ET 2 ...

ES 1

ES 2

ES ...

Use table Industries Households ...

ES 1

ES 2

ES ...

what ecosystems can 
provide

what humans (economy and 
society) need
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