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Presentation outline

• Environmental accounting in Australia, now and then

• The Australian Environmental-Economic Account 

(AEEA) idea

• AEEA 2016

• What to from here?



Environmental accounting in the ABS, 

now and then

• A range of products have been released$



Timeline of environmental accounting 

milestones for Australia

Timeline of Environmental 

Accounting In Australia

1991 Greenhouse Gas emissions (Department of Environment)

1993 SNA revision and 1st edition of SEEA (EC, IMF, OECD, UN, WB)

1995 Natural resources on balance sheet (ABS)

1996 Energy account (ABS)

1998 Mineral account (ABS)

1999 Environmental expenditure, local government (ABS)

2000 Water account – Physical  and Monetary Supply and Use (ABS) 

Greenhouse gas emission accounts (ABS)

2011 Land account – Great Barrier Reef (ABS)

Water account – Asset (BoM)

2012 SEEA Central Framework (EC, FAO, IMF, OECD, UN, WB)

Completing the Picture (ABS)  Environmental Taxes (ABS)

2013 SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting (UNSD)

Waste accounts (ABS)

Ecosystem accounts (Victorian Environment and Primary Industry) 

Environmental Accounting Landscape (BOM)

Accounting for Nature (Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists)

2014 Australian Environmental-Economic Accounts (AEEA) (ABS)

Experimental Environmental Expenditure Accounts  (EEA) (ABS)

2015 Experimental Ecosystem Account for Great Barrier Reef



ABS Environmental accounting

ABS Energy Account

Physical and monetary SUT

(ABS)

Australian 

Environmental - Economic

Accounts 

(Annual)

National Accounts 

Data

Natural resources on 

National Balance Sheet

(Annual)

Experimental Land and 

Ecosystem Accounts

(ABS)

Water Account, Australia

Physical and monetary SUT

(ABS)

Experimental Waste 

Account

Physical and monetary SUT

(ABS)

National Carbon 

Account

(Dept. of Environment)

Input-output analysis of 

energy and greenhouse gas 

emissions

(ABS)

Researching ecosystem 

accounts

Biodiversity, 

Carbon, 

Ecosystem condition

ABS, DoE, BOM, DoA

Murray-Darling Basin Authority, 

Victorian government

South East Queensland CMA

Wentworth group

universities

Research for expanding the 

accounts produced and 

methodology

Environmental Taxes and subsidies, 

environmental expenditure, as well as 

valuation methods

National Water Account

Physical asset account

(Bureau of Meteorology)

Experimental Ecosystem  

Accounts

(Victorian government)

Victoria Water Account

(Victorian government)



Development of the SEEA in 

Australia

• Information siloes

• Integrated Accounts



A more data-driven approach

By 2014 tendency for ABS 

Environmental Accounts to 

become dialogue-driven:

e.g. the Completing the Picture

release in 2012

A change in focus towards 

data-driven products 

containing decision grade 

information$



Genesis of the AEEA idea$ 



Genesis of the AEEA idea$ 

• In implementing 1993 SNA, the ABS transformed:

- Australian National Accounts: National Income and 

expenditure

- Australian National Accounts: Capital Stock

- Australian National Accounts: Multifactor Productivity

- Australian National Accounts: Balance Sheet

Into:

• Australian System of National Accounts (cat no 

5204.0)



Australian Environmental-Economic 

Accounts (AEEA) 2016

existing accounts are brought together 

within a single annual publication:

� Water, energy, waste, environmental 

assets, CO2 emissions, taxes, and 

land cover

� Three issues (2014, 2015 and 2016)

� Time series

� Tables and indicators

• Presents accounts with minimal analysis 

and interpretation 

• Includes special articles on 

developments, issues of interest



Structure of AEEA

The layout of the AEEA follows that of standard ABS publications and 

comprises: 

• Main findings

• Feature article(s) 

• Standardised tables categorised by environmental theme (e.g. land, 

water, energy) 

• Explanatory notes 

• Related information 



Integrated indicators, Australia I



Integrated indicators, Australia II



Integrated indicators by industry, 

Agriculture



AEEA

and 

the 

Media



What to from here?

• AEEA - 2017

– Release late March/early April 2017

– 4th release of the AEEA

• Slow process of building a 

mature dataset$

• AEEA currently focused on

SEEA CF material, how to

work in Ecosystems 

information?
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