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Our current focus in ecosystem accounting  

+ characteristics

1) Background
outputs  

a) publications

b) data 

c) Maps and infographics
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2) Progression on extent using land use

and land cover datasets 

a) Generic land cover classification  

Built-up and artificial 

surfaces

Agricultural land

Natural/ semi-natural

Water

b) 2013 – “Measuring ecosystem goods and 

services” publication  

c) 2018 - current  

Arable land

Forest or treed area

Water

Natural/ semi-natural

Built-up and artificial 

surfaces

d) 2019 – ecosystem accounts  

Arable land

Forest or treed area

Water

Natural/ semi-natural

Built-up and artificial 

surfaces

Grasslands

Administrative data; using

the Census of Agriculture 

Using vector data; 

road network file 
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3) Classifications for accounts; 

ecological and hydrological  

* characterized by distinctive assemblages

of relief, landform, geology, soil, vegetation,

waterbodies and fauna

Ecodistricts
www.un.org/desa
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4) Built up and artificial surfaces

CLI–LU and CLUMP (1971)

+ AAFC–LU (1990)

+ AAFC–LU (2000)

+ AAFC–LU (2010)
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4) Converting built-up spatial data to 

tabular statistics

6
www.un.org/desa



888

4) Linear features as artificial surfaces: 

extent and condition  accounts
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5) Agricultural extent – farms, arable land and pasture
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5) Agriculture extent and 

condition
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6) Natural, semi-natural, forest, wetlands etc..
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6) Wetland extent and condition
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6) Examples of some ecosystem characteristics
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7) Some concluding thoughts

www.un.org/desa

• awareness of the limitations of some of the data sources (ie land 

use and land cover datasets)

• building extent and condition accounts and then service and 

valuation 

• expanding land, water and ecosystem classes

• researching and producing key characteristic data for monitoring 

change

• researching and producing drivers of change data and analysis

• more time on evaluating data rather than creating data

• completing one time accurately and then building time series
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Thank you, 

questions ?

Mark Henry, Senior research analyst

Land, water and ecosystem accounts

Environment program, Statistics Canada

Mark.henry@canada.ca

www.un.org/desa


