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The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™

World’s most comprehensive information source for 

extinction risk of species.

• Not just a list, but a compilation 

of the conservation status of 

species at the global level

• Based on the best scientific 

information available

• Widely used to inform and 

influence biodiversity 

conservation

What is the IUCN Red List?
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What is the IUCN Red List?

• More than just names and threat 

categories

• Includes information on threats (e.g. 

invasive species), ecological 

requirements, and conservation 

actions 

• Species assessments are 

generated through the knowledge of 

thousands of the world’s leading 

scientists through a peer review 

process.
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• Establish a baseline from which to monitor the change in status of 

species

• Provide a global context for the establishment of conservation priorities 

at the local level

• Monitor, on a continuing basis, the status of a representative selection 

of species (as biodiversity indicators) that cover all the major 

ecosystems of the world

IUCN Red List Objectives
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IUCN Red List assessment: an 

estimate of extinction risk

What is the likelihood of a species becoming

extinct in the near future, given current 

knowledge about population trends, 

range, and recent, current or 

projected threats?

It is not a list of species that are 

priorities for conservation action
Illustration copyright Bob Diven
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Categories & Criteria

Categories

Thresholds

Criteria
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WHO IS INVOLVED?



IUCN

Members

SecretariatCommissions

Partners Non-Commission

Experts

Created in 1948

>1,300 member organizations

• >80 States

• >100 Government agencies

•  >800 NGOs

>1,000 staff (including Regional 

Offices)

>16,000 Commission members 

(scientists and experts)

~5,000 representatives from partner 

organizations

Many experts that are not 

Commission members

Official observer to the UN 

General Assembly

In 185+ 

countries



Introduction to the IUCN Red List
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HOW IS IT COMPILED?
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Assessment Process

Data 

compilation

Assessment Workshop

Draft 

Assessment

Final Assessment

IUCN Red 

List Unit
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WHAT THE RED LIST TELLS US



• Number of species on the Red List is increasing –

NOT all threatened

• Increasing taxonomic coverage

• Increasingly, more complete taxonomic groups are 

being assessed

• Reassessments underway
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The IUCN Red List (ver. 2017-3)

1.8 million 

described 

species

In the world:

10–100 million?

8–15 million 

species

91,523 species assessed (around 5% of described species)

935 species EX or EW

25,821 threatened species

Communicating the State of Biodiversity
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Over 
91,500 

so far

Our target is to make
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The IUCN Red List 

Index
❖Shows trends over time in 

projected extinction risk of 

sets of species  (RLI of spp. 

survival)

❖Can be calculated for any set 

of species that have been 

assessed at least twice

❖Based on proportion of 

species in each RL category 

and proportion moving 

between categories owing to 

genuine status changes

i.e. category changes 

resulting from revised 

taxonomy, improved 

knowledge or modified 

criteria are excluded



Thank you


