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How can NCA support the SDGs?

• What are current and potential uses of NCA?

• How does NCA support evidence-based SDG policies?

• Which institutional hurdles prevent an enabling SDG environment?
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s SDG related policy issues

Status and trends

Understand synergies / 
trade-offs

Analyse governance/ 
policy alternatives

Institutional embedding



1: FOCUS ON MONITORING STATUS AND TRENDS 

• Most attention goes to measuring progress.

• NCA is helpful for a broad range of indicators.
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1: Focus on Monitoring status and trends 

› Most attention goes to measuring progress.

› NCA is helpful for a broad range of indicators.

› Monitoring seems to be more top-down than bottom-up



2: NCA IS HELPFUL FOR PREPARING SDG POLICIES
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Indicators

Network analysis
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2: NCA IS HELPFUL FOR PREPARING SDG POLICIES

• There is increasing attention for interlinkages.

• Methods currently used pay little attention to NCA.

• Methods closely related to NCA receive little attention.



3: NCA ENFORCES ENABLING INSTITUTIONAL 
CONDITIONS

• NCA brings rigour to foundational SDG data

• System-based framework

• Collaboration beyond departmental boundaries. 



CONCLUSIONS

• Unexploited potential to use NCA for the SDGs.

• Move beyond monitoring, but also look at synergies and trade-offs.

• Let policy-analysts participate.



Thank you for your attention

Arjan Ruijs



How can NCA support the SDGs?

Natural Capital Accounting

• Integrated approach

• Economic role of natural capital

• Data for estimating indicators

• Shows synergies and trade-offs

• Requires data-sharing

Sustainable Development Goals

• Integrated policy agenda

• Economy, society and environment

• Monitoring goals and targets

• Searches for synergies

• Requires a joint policy process


