Natural Capital
Accounting:
Implementing
SEEA Ecosystem
Accounting in
South Africa

Box 1. About the NCAVES Project
The NCAVES Project was a global
project in which South Africa was
one of five participating partner
countries, alongside Brazil, China,
India and Mexico. NCAVES was
funded by the European Union,
and led globally by the United
Nations Statistics Division and
United Nations Environment
Programme.

In South Africa, the project was
co-led by Statistics South Africa
(Stats SA) and the South African
National Biodiversity Institute
(SANBI) in collaboration with
the Department of Forestry,
Fisheries and the Environment
(DFFE). This group led the project
through responsive and adaptive
institutional mechanisms to get
the most out of multi-disciplinary

capacity, and the limited time and
resources involved.
The lead team included a small,
resourceful project management
unit, a broader reference group
involving global partners to
connect national and global
contexts, and a strategic advisory
group
with
representatives
from key national government
departments and agencies.

Box 2. Land and Terrestrial Ecosystem Accounts, 1990 to 2014
Over the past three decades, South
Africa’s landscape has changed in
its land cover and land use patterns.
Understanding
these
changes,
over space, across time, and in
combination with changes in the
country’s terrestrial ecosystems,
provides insights that can inform
planning
and
decision-making
across a range of sectors from
national through to local levels.
South Africa’s first Land and
Terrestrial Ecosystem Accounts,
1990 to 2014, provide insight into
these changes. Published by Stats
SA, in collaboration with SANBI and
DEFF, it is the first publication in Stats
SA’s new Natural Capital series.

The Land and Terrestrial Ecosystem
Accounts
are
presented
as
accounting tables accompanied by
maps and graphs, which draw out
key indicators from the accounts.
The first part of the account outlines
changes in land cover patterns at
national, provincial, and district
municipal levels. The second part
provides information about the
condition of South Africa’s terrestrial
ecosystems and how this has
changed from their historical state
(before people began modifying the
landscape intensively).
Figure 1 shows the extent of each
biome in 2014, including intensively
modified biomes that have replaced
and fragmented natural and seminatural biomes.

Figure 1: Extent of biomes in 2014, including intensively modified biomes
that have replaced portions of the natural and semi-natural biomes.

Looking ahead: Stats SA, in partnership with others, will continue
to support the compilation of natural capital accounts and
publish them in the Natural Capital series. Further investment
through capacity, collaboration, and institutionalisation of NCA
is needed to expand the suite of accounts, to develop time
series for existing accounts every two years and to support an
evidence-base for policy and decision-making.
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Looking ahead: NCA is multi-disciplinary and cross-sectoral work and Stats SA alone does not have
the capacity and data required to produce the full range of natural capital accounts. Collaboration
and partnerships are essential for taking the production of natural capital accounts forwards. More
capacity is needed, not only to produce a continued and wider range of natural capital accounts,
but also to interpret and use this information most effectively.
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Looking ahead: Implementation of NCA in South Africa, making best use of existing human and
financial resources, will be supported by a multi-institutional NCA Strategic Advisory Group and
operationalised by an NCA Coordination Unit, co-convened by Stats SA and SANBI. More investment
and collaborative partnerships are needed to achieve the Strategy’s vision of NCA being widely used to
provide credible evidence for integrated planning and decision-making in support of the development
needs of the country.

National NCA Strategy

A ten-year strategy for advancing NCA in SA

Vision:
Natural capital accounting is widely used to provide credible
evidence for integrated planning and decision-making, in
support of the development needs of the country.

5 inter-related goals
Source: Statistics South Africa. 2021. National Natural Capital Accounting Strategy, A ten-year strategy for advancing Natural Capital Accounting in South Africa. Report 00-01-04.
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Looking ahead: Stats SA, in partnership with others, will continue to communicate actively with the
national NCA Community of Practice, convene a National NCA Forum, and support the Africa NCA
Community of Practice. Coordination capacity is needed to build on this to see more transformative
outcomes, which support a learning and growing community into the future.

Box 3. Vibrant Community of Practice supported through NCAVES
Enabled through the NCAVES project
and with co-finance from Stats SA
and SANBI, South Africa hosted three
national stakeholder events:

2. the National NCA Forum in July
2019, which convened more
than130 delegates from 24
organisations;
and

1. the National NCA Stakeholder
Workshop in March 2018
convening more than70 people
from 30 organisations;

3. the National NCA Stakeholder
Workshop in November 2020,
which convened 50 people from
20 organisations to give detailed
input on the draft National NCA
Strategy.

Organisations involved included
national departments, such as the
Department of Forestry, Fisheries
and the Environment, Department of
Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation,
Department of Agriculture, Land
Reform, and Rural Development,
Department of Water and Sanitation,
and National Treasury, as well as the
private sector and non-government
organisations.

Events
•

National NCA Forum (June 2021)

•

Regional Training Workshop for SEEA Experimental
Ecosystem Accounting in South Africa (October 2019),
which helped stimulate an African NCA Community of
Practice.
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