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Physical Supply Use Tables for Water 

Overview 

The Physical Supply and Use Tables (PSUT) measure;  

1) the flows of water (i.e. volume) entering the economy, which 

are either abstracted from the environment or imported;  

2) the flows of water between different economic units within 

the economy 

3) return flows of water from the economy to the environment 

(often via sewerage treatment plants).  
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Components 

The SEEA – Central Framework PSUT for Water is divided into 

five components: 

(i) the abstraction of water from the environment;  

(ii) the distribution and use of abstracted water across 

enterprises and households;  

(iii) flows of wastewater and reused water (between households 

and enterprises); 

(iv) return flows of water to the environment; and  

(v) evaporation, transpiration and water incorporated into 

products.  
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Abstraction from environment 

The abstraction of water from the environment can be 

organised according to the source of water: 

(i) From inland water resources; 

• Surface water 

• Ground water 

• Soil water 

(ii) Collection of precipitation 

(iii) Abstraction from the sea 
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Distribution of abstracted water 

Or according to the purpose of abstraction: 

 

(i) Abstraction for own use;  

(ii) Abstraction for distribution; 
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Water within the economy 

Flows of water already within the economy include wastewater 

and re-used water 

 

Wastewater – of no further immediate value because of 

quality, quantity or time of occurrence 

 

Reused water – wastewater supplied to a user for further use 

AKA “reclaimed wastewater” 
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Return flows 

Return flows are split out by receiving media in both the 

central framework and SEEA – Water standard tables 

 

(i) To inland water resources 

• Surface water 

• Ground water 

• Soil water 

 

(ii) To other sources 
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Evaporation, transpiration and water 

incorporated into products 

Final Water Use includes:  

(i) Evaporation of abstracted water 

(ii) Transpiration and  

(iii) Water incorporated into products 

 

Also known as “water consumption” in SEEA - Water 
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SEEA - Water 
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SEEA – Water – Physical Use Table 
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SEEA – Water – Physical Use Table 



Thankyou! 

In the next session we will look at some worked examples 

in compiling physical supply use tables for water. 

Physical Supply Use Tables for Water 


