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Does ecosystem accounting always
need to be painstakingly slow?
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Why speed & accessibility matter to policy

* SEEA accounts are time-consuming to
compile, require specialized knowledge
& capacity development esp. in Global
South

* Accounts, when available, are partial;
forward-looking scenarios are equally
hard to develop so information gets left

. . Poli
out of decisions Monitoring response

* Equity, access, speed can all be
improved through use of Al /
Implementation

Burnett 2017



ARIES for SEEA: Rapid, standardized, customizable
environmental-economic accounting

( GlObal, Customlzable models m',a e Who we are v Where we work + What we do v Science & Data 5:"‘

approach enables SEEA EA
compilation anywhere &
improvement with local data
where available B e

o Fast & easy to learn UN launches the first artificial

Home / News and Stories / press release

intelligence tool for rapid-natural
capital accounting

e Automate production of
maps & tabular output

* |Infrastructure for the
community to share & reuse
interoperable data & models

Further Resources

ARIES for SEEA
Ecosystem Accounting




C O ® 127.0.0.1:8283/modeler/ui/viewer?session=ss4mbt4jq4hgk

ARIES for SEEA Explorer |-

The SEEA Ecosystem Accounting standard on the ARIES platform. A collaboration between UNSD, UNEP and BC3. Powered by k LAB semantic web technology.
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O Ecosystem type: change matrix
O Land account: net balance

[0 Land account: additions and reductions

Spatial and temporal aggregation

Table 1. Occurring ecosystem types (selected level 3 Ecosystem Functional Groups of the IUCN

© Key SEEA EA outputs Global Ecosystem Typology 2.0)

Intertidal forest shrubland Coastal saltmarsh reedbed Cropland Urban industrial ecosystem Temperate '
Extent of 20 364 650.13

[ Land cover type

[J Ecosystem type - IUCN GET 2.0 Level 3 _ l

BB Tables

Extent at

B Comments

Table 2. Occurring ecosystem types (selected level 3 Ecosystem Functional Groups of the IUCN
Global Ecosystem Typology 2.0)

Opening extent (at start of 2012) 158.25 16017.82 650.1

https://seea.un.org/sites/seea.un.org/files/how e

Reductions in extent

to access the aries for seea.pdf

Net change in extent 0.00 -30.10 4247

Closing extent (at start of 2014) 1 8 15078.72 692.8
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A shared vision

SEEA accounts & related indicators will be:
1. rapidly recompilable as new science emerges,

2. quickly produced to show the most recent
trends as new annual data become available,
with

3. robust international comparisons possible from
common global data, while country-specific
customization is still easily done.

This vision moves high-quality, meaningful
information from scientists into the hands of
decision makers, the public, and the media as
quickly as possible.
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EARTH OBSERVATIONS FOR
ECOSYSTEM ACCOUNTING




SEEA interoperability strategy

1. Current state of interoperability & vision
for the future

2. Roles & responsibilities (data providers,
modelers, institutions incl. NSOs)

3. Implementing the strategy (pilot testing,
engaging key stakeholders, governance,
training/capacity building)

4. Conclusions

https://aries.integratedmodelling.org/aries-releases-a-strategy-to-
scale-up-knowledge-sharing-for-better-informed-policymaking/
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AN INTEROPERABILITY
STRATEGY FOR THE
NEXT GENERATION OF
SEEA ACCOUNTING
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Next steps

* Improved ease of uploading own
data (i.e., customization)

* Additional ecosystem services &
content in ecosystem
extent/condition models;
models for SDG/CBD indicators

e Continued country applications,
outreach, & training aimed
toward user-friendliness,
equitable access, community
endorsement

https://www.earthobservations.org/geo_blog _obs.php?id=527
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Why people are essential in data
interoperability

By Steven Ramage, Jenna Slotin August 25, 2021

https://www.datadsdgs.org/news/why-people-are-essential-data-
interoperability



