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Rationale and mandate
 UNSC at its 44th session urged UNCEEA to develop 

a core set of tables and accounts

 Core tables provide concise/aggregate information 
from which relevant indicators can be derived

 Common basis for compilation and country 
comparison

 Tricky to find a balance between complexity of the 
tables (level of detail and presentation) and 
relevance

 Appealing to various communities
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Structure of the document

 Combination of technical notes and core tables

 Part I – Core tables

 Part II – Indicators

 Part III – Compilation issues

• Basic steps to compile the tables

• Main data sources

• Main measurement challenges

 Annnex – List of data items
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Building blocks to table 1

 Core table 1 is composed of 3 major blocks

 First block contains information on physical supply 

and use of water

 Data items in the tables are linked to the codes in 

the International Recommendations for Water 

Statistics



System of Environmental-Economic Accounting

Building block 1 to table 1
Physical supply table
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Building block 1 to table 1 
Physical use table
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Building block 2 to table 1
Monetary supply and use table
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Building block 3 to table 1
Water related assets 
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Core table 1-
Combined physical supply and use table
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Core table 1

 Countries can start by compiling information that 

is most policy relevant and focus on the any of 

building blocks to core table 1

 Core tables are flexible and can be adjusted to 

the policy needs and information available in 

countries 

• Rows/columns can be further disaggregated as 

necessary
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Core table 2 
Changes in stocks of water resources
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Indicators

 Core tables contain the necessary information 

for deriving numerous indicators on water

• Total renewable water resources 

• Total abstractions by industry 

• Intensity of use of water resources 

• Water productivity/intensity indicators 

• Investments in water infrastructure

• Losses
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The way forward

 Mandate comes from the UNSC

 Extensive consultations to be held

• London Group

• International organizations

• National statistical offices

• Water community

 Tables may need to be revised depending on 

the outcome of the SDGs indicators related to 

water

 Draft to be considered by the UNCEEA


