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Background
1. At its 38th session in 2007, the United NationstiSiiaal Commission

6.

(UNSC) adopted the System of Environmental-Econodicounting for
Water (SEEA-Water) recognizing a significant demafndm the users’
community. The SEEA-Water was adopted as an mtastandard, pending
the adoption of the System of Environmental-EcomoAtcounting (SEEA)..
The UNSC encouraged the implementation of SEEA-Wateountries. As a
result, today more than 60 countries in the woredienplementing or planning
to implement water accounts.

After the adoption of the SEEA-Water the UNSC rexjad the United
Nations Statistics Division to develop and submd the Statistical
Commission at its 39th session in 2008, an implaaiem strategy for the
SEEA-Water, taking into account the fact that caest were at different
stages of development of environment statistics emdronmental-economic
accounts.

After an extensive consultation with countries alistussions at the United
Nations Committee of Experts on Environmental-Ecpito Accounting
(UNCEEA), the London Group on Environmental Accongt as well as at
six workshops or training programmes on water actoheld during 2007,
the strategy for the implementation of the SEEA-&vatas presented to the
UNSC at its 39th session in 2008.

The strategy aims at integrating SEEA-Water int@ thational policy
framework of integrated water resources managemeitihin national
statistical systems. It puts great emphasis oninkhe implementation of
water accounts to users’ demand as well as moradlyointo national
economic policies. The Statistics Division (UNSD working in close
collaboration with countries and international agjes developing synergies
and supporting statistical initiatives to improvater statistics programmes.
Theimplementation strategy comprises the followinfpur components:

a) Development of the International Recommendations Yater
Statistics (IRWS), accompanied by guidelines onpirpentary data
collection and compilation;

b) Development of training and promotional material;

c) Development of a technical cooperation programmasisting of
regional activities as well as pilot projects inested countries in
various regions;

d) Harmonization of international data collection witéés with the
SEEA-Water concepts and definitions.

As part of the implementation strategy, the Intéomal Recommendations for
Water Statistics (IRWS) were developed and afteghaough consultation
process the IRWS were adopted by the UNSC at gsstksion in 2010.



7. The implementation strategy has focused on the lderent and
strengthening of the processes for the collectimh@mpilation of basic data,
integration of data in the SEEA-Water framework fanalysis and
interpretation, and the derivation of policy relevandicators. Considerable
efforts have been made in understanding the datal@ment processes in
countries, definitions, classifications, as welldata availability and quality.
Furthermore developing partnerships with the vavi@lata producers and
users has been key in the success of the projects.

8. The recent elevation of the SEEA to a statistit@hdard is expected to renew
interest in the implementation of environmentalvemmic accounts in
countries, and in particular water accounts duthéoimportance of water for
development, and the increasing water stress iryroauntries and regions.

9. The UNCEEA has recognised the importance of dewsdpmompilation
guidelines to assist countries with the developnantvater accounts and
statistics, considering the high demand for suppgrtmaterials on the
implementation of water accounts and statistics. The ad-hoc training
materials developed for workshops held in sevesahtries provide the basis
for developing the Guidelines.

10.The Guidelines should provide country experts aaichérs with a
comprehensive and reliable set of materials fastasg the staff of National
Statistics Offices, Water Ministries and Agencied ather stakeholders in
countries with the process of implementation ofewvaccounts and statistics
for developing a monitoring system for water p@gi

11.In order to steer the process of elaboration of3bi&lelines, as well as to
provide inputs to the document, Bditorial Board, has been created. The
editorial board will have periodic meetings modgitlyteleconferences.

12.An Expert Group will be formed to review the complete draft of the
document. The document will also undergo a braambgltation among key
stakeholders, and then be submitted to the UNS@rfdorsement.

Purpose

13.The purpose of the EGM will be to bring togethesdarcers and users of
water information from various countries and orgation in order to review
the guidelines for the compilation of water accguamtd statistics.

14.Through the meeting discussions, participants sedk agreements on how to
improve the guidelines and make it applicable tontoes and territories in
the different regions of the world.

15.The participants in the EGM will also provide feadk about the practical
examples of application in different countrieslbostrate the Guidelines.

Organizers
16. The meeting will be organized by the UNSD.
Participants

17.Participants in the meeting will include expertshia area of water resources
management, statistics, and national accounts.



18. Participants may come from government agenciesranistries (e.g.,
National Statistical Offices, Ministries or Agensief Water or Environment),
non-governmental organizations, international agsn@and academia.

Organization of the Workshop

19. The workshop will be held back-to-back with therpiad 18-20 November
2013 workshop on Experimental Ecosystem Accouritimgll consist of half-
day on20 November and two full days 021-22 November .

20. The workshop will consist of discussions about eafdie sections of each of
the chapters of the guidelines, and the exercisesded. Participants will
evaluate the need of further improving some sestafrthe guidelines, and or
the exercises, and examples.

21. The workshop will conclude with development ofradiine to finalize the
guidelines, with the inclusion of additional exaeglif necessary, or seeking
agreement on points of discussion not fully resiblgaring the workshop.



