System of
Environmental
Economic
Accounting

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
STATISTICS DIVISION
UNITED NATIONS

System of Environmental-Economic Accounting 2012 —
Experimental Ecosystem Accounting Revision

First Global Consultation on:

Chapter 6: Ecosystem services concepts for accounting

Chapter 7: Accounting for ecosystem services in physical terms

Comments Form

Deadline for responses: 20 August 2020
Send responses to: seea@un.org

Name: Stéphanie Uhde
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The comment form has been designed to facilitate the analysis of comments. There are six guiding
guestions in the form, please respond to the questions in the indicated boxes below. To submit
responses please save this document and send it as an attachment to the following e-mail address:
seea@un.org.

All documents can be also found on the SEEA EEA Revision website at:
https://seea.un.org/content/seea-experimental-ecosystem-accounting-revision

In case you have any questions or have issues with accessing the documents, please contact us at
seea@un.or.
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Questions related to Chapter 6

Question 1: Do you have comments on the concepts and definitions for ecosystem services,
benefits and associated components of the ecosystem accounting framework?

§ 6.7, line 3 Benefits are used or do the use of ecosystem services procure benefits?

§ 6.9, line 3-4: Given the precedent description, the following sentence implies that
ecosystem assets can be users of ecosystem services, which is probably not meant to be
the case: “ecosystem services can be considered to be transacted between ecosystem
assets on the one hand and economic units on the other.”

§ 6.14, line 5-7: This needs to be explained a little more : “While ecosystem accounting
does not require the recording of non-SNA benefits, their description is needed such that
the relevant ecosystem contributions can be defined and measured.”

§ 6.27, last sentence: Add link to relevant section.

§ 6.30, lines 9-11, Ecosystem assets: How do the “particular ecological characteristics of
the ecosystems that are relevant to the supply of ecosystem services” differ from
ecological factors determining supply?

§ 6.36, lines 1-3: Should the sentence reads: “the maintenance of biodiversity itself will be
impacted by the types of ecosystem services used by people and the extent of that use.”?

Question 2. Do you have comments on the content and descriptions in the reference list of
selected ecosystem services?

Table 6.2: Specify nature of ecosystem services as final or intermediate in a separate
column.

Question 3. Do you agree with the proposed treatments for selected ecosystem services described
in Section 6.4 for biomass provisioning services, global climate regulation services, cultural
services, water supply and abiotic flows?

Click here and start typing (The length of your response is not limited by this text box.)




Question 4. Do you have any other comments on Chapter 6?

§ 6.4, line3 Replace “and any associated costs of capital” with “and associated
degradation or loss of capital”?

§ 6.7, line 6: “...and economic units encompass...”

§ 6.14, line 2: “clean air”

Questions related to Chapter 7

Question 5. Do you have comments on the proposed recording approaches for ecosystem services
supply and use tables described in section 7.2?

Click here and start typing (The length of your response is not limited by this text box.)

Question 6. Do you have any other comments on Chapter 7?

Click here and start typing (The length of your response is not limited by this text box.)




