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UK Statistics System

• Independent from Government

• Directly accountable to Parliament and the 

devolved legislatures

• Covers the whole United Kingdom – 

England, Northern Ireland, Wales, Scotland

• Independent statistics regulator
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Natural Capital

Developing our 
Ecosystem Accounts



‘measuring our progress as a country not just by how 

our economy is growing, but by how our lives are 

improving… not just by our standard of living, but by our 

quality of life’

Prime Minister David Cameron, 2010

We will put natural capital at the heart of government 

accounting. We will work with the Office for National 

Statistics to fully include natural capital in the UK 

Environmental Accounts”

UK Government White Paper, 2011

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/228842/8082.pdf


Natural Capital



Some key developments

• Regular production of monetary accounts for 16 

ecosystem services

• Production of sub-national accounts

• Inclusion in the UK National Accounts "Blue Book” 

• A separate peatland account and restoration cost account

• Development of supply and use tables

• Initial estimates of depletion

• Analysis to support policy e.g. the pandemic



Natural Capital

UK Habitats



UK Natural Capital Accounts, 2014 

7 Ecosystem Services: Sub-soil 

Assets, Agricultural land, Timber, 

Fisheries, Water abstracted for 

public water supply, Outdoor 

recreation, Net greenhouse gas 

sequestration

Net present value

UK-wide only



Natural Capital

UK Natural Capital Accounts, 2023 

16 Ecosystem Services, including:

• 9 provisioning services

• 4 regulating services

• 3 cultural services

Net present value used, with more 

advanced modelling and valuation 

techniques for some services

Breakdowns for 4 UK nations and 

by habitat



Some challenges

• Data

• When are we "done"?

• Engagement & communication with users



Fish



Approach

1. ICES 

rectangle 

level landings 

(by species 

and year)

2. Cut and 

apportion to 

UK EEZ using 

MMO factors

3. Match to 

FAO sub-

regions

4. Match to 

ICES stock 

assessment



• NPV approach

• Green book social discount rate

• Sustainable discounted over 100 years; Unsustainable and unknown 

discounted over 25 years

Sustainability status & asset value





Estimating health benefits

Engagement with 

nature survey

120 minutes in 

nature per week?

Yes No

Higher self-reported 

general health

Lower self-reported 

general health

Multinomial 

logistic 

regression



Between 2009 and 2020 
the number of visits 
rose…

…after 2020,
visits to nature have 
begun to decline



Natural Capital

Use of our Natural 
Capital Accounts





Data for the public



Adapting the National Accounts



The Future…



The Dark Hedges, Northern Ireland



Thank you
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