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UK Statistics System

Statistics and
Registration Service
Act 200/

* Independent from Government

 Directly accountable to Parliament and the
devolved legislatures

« Covers the whole United Kingdom —
England, Northern Ireland, Wales, Scotland

* Independent statistics regulator
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Environment across government

UK GB

JNCC_ Ofgem : Agriculture &  Animal &
Sea Fish Companies Horticulture plant health

Industry House development agency
Cefas Met Office board

DLUHC - UK Space
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The Crown  Coal authority Environment g&ompany

Estate Committee on :
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Developing our
Ecosystem Accounts
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3 HM Government

The Natural Choice:
securing the value
of nature
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‘measuring our progress as a country not just by how
our economy is growing, but by how our lives are
improving... not just by our standard of living, but by our
quality of life’

Prime Minister David Cameron, 2010

We will put natural capital at the heart of government
accounting. We will work with the Office for National
Statistics to fully include natural capital in the UK
Environmental Accounts”

UK Government White Paper, 2011



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/228842/8082.pdf

atural world

UK natural capital accounts: 2023

Estimates of the financial and societal value of natural resources to people in the

A million fewer people are gaining
health benefits from nature since 2020 .

natural capital accounts, UK: 2023

People in the UK are spending less time in natural environments
since the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic

27 November 2023
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An estimated 1.1 million fewer pe: ple across the UK gained health
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Some key developments

* Regular production of monetary accounts for 16
ecosystem services

 Production of sub-national accounts
* |Inclusion in the UK National Accounts "Blue Book”

* A separate peatland account and restoration cost account
* Development of supply and use tables

* Initial estimates of depletion

« Analysis to support policy e.g. the pandemic
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Figure 3: Compositional woodland species for bats, bees, birds,

butterflies and moths, Great Britain, or UK
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UK Habitats ..

2021
Enclosed farmland
Enclosed farmland
7
Figure 2: Summary of long-term trend for woodland condition
indicators
] Woodland
No trend Declining Littlechange  Increasing Woodland
Woodland Indicators
Mountains, moorland, and heath
Mountains, moorland, and heath
Physical and Chemical |
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Structural | Semi-natural grassland
Landscape | 2] Semi-natural grassland

Urban
Urban

Freshwater, wetlands, and floodplains Freshwater, wetlands, and floodplains

Coastal margins Coastal margins

Marine Marine

Source: UK natural capital accounts from the Office for National Statistics and Land Cover
Maps from UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology
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UK Natural Capital Accounts, 2014

/ Ecosystem Services: Sub-soll
Assets, Agricultural land, Timber, |
Fisheries, Water abstracted for
public water supply, Outdoor
recreation, Net greenhouse gas
seguestration
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Net present value

UK-wide only
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UK Natural Capital Accounts, 2023

Percentage change in asset value in the UK between 2017 and 2021

16 Ecosystem Services, including:

Renewable electricity provisioning
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Some challenges

e Data
« When are we "done"?

* Engagement & communication with users
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Approach
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Sustainability status & asset value

NPV approach
 Green book social discount rate

« Sustainable discounted over 100 years; Unsustainable and unknown
discounted over 25 years

100% . . . .
Asset value of fish provisioning,
£ million (2022 prices), 2016 to 2021
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A million fewer people are gaining
health benefits from nature since 2020

People in the UK are spending less time in natural environments
since the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic

27 November 2023
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benefits from spending time in nature in 2022 compared with two years

An estimated 1.1 million fewer people across the UK gained health

earlier.
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Estimating health benefits Multinomial
logistic
regression

Engagement with 120 minutes In
nature survey nature per week?

Higher self-reported Lower self-reported
general health general health
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Between 2009 and 2020

th e n u m b er Of Vl S | tS Fewer people have gained health benefits from outdoor recreation
since 2020
rose...

Change in the number of visits to, time spent in, and people gaining health
benefits from nature, UK, 2009 to 2022

Number of visits Time spent Egﬁgﬁfaim”g health
...after 2020,
visits to nature have
begun to decline

Index 2009 =

100

80
2009 2014 2022 2009 2014 2022 2009 2014 2022

'@ Office for National Statistics




Use of our Natural
Capital Accounts

' Office for National Statistics Natural Capital



THE GREEN BOOK

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
GUIDANCE ON APPRAISAL
AND EVALUATION
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Data for the public

The estimated value added to your property by green space is

£6,940

Your nearest public green space is a play space, 233
metres from your home.

Move the slider to see what difference being nearer or further away from public
green space would make to the value.
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Pollution removed by vegetation Avoided health damage costs (£ per
(kg) person)

e L
Enter your postcode or use the map

NP16 724 ﬂ

Total pollution removed by vegetation
in this km square

@ 3,856

Select a pollutant

Total

UK average

5,114 kg

The amount saved in healthcare costs
per person in your wider area,
Gloucestershire

0 £19.07 per person n_

——
UK averag -

£15.39
Share your results 2070 14,005
f v Kilograms of pollutant

removed per square KM

Source: Office for National Statistics, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology




Adapting the National Accounts
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The Future...
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