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A team effort! Many people and organisations

Plus others…!



Stats SA’s new Natural Capital series, launched Dec 2020 with 
Land and Terrestrial Ecosystem Accounts, 1990 to 2014
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Land accounts

Terrestrial ecosystem accounts



Composition of 
PA estate, 2020

Growth of PA estate 
by biome, 1900 -
2020

2nd publication in Stats SA’s Natural Capital series, released Oct 2021
Accounts for Protected Areas, 1900 to 2020 



GOAL 1

GOAL 2

GOAL 3

GOAL 4

GOAL 5

NCA is well 
resourced

NCA is 
widely used

NCA offers 
credible 
evidence An 

integrated 
suite of 

accounts

Robust 
capacity 
and data

A National NCA Strategy to take NCA 
forward in South Africa 

Vision
Natural Capital Accounting is widely used to provide 

credible evidence for integrated planning and 
decision-making, in support of the development 

needs of the country

5 inter-related goals →

Published by Statistics South Africa in June 2021

Intensive co-development process with 
range of stakeholders over 3 years 



Gains through EU’s 
investment in NCAVES in SA
• A game-changing project for NCA in     

South Africa

• Built momentum and commitment across a 
range of partners

• Strengthened products, people, processes
and platforms for NCA

Stats SA SANParks
Dept of 
EnvUNEP

National 
Planning 

Commission

Panel discussion at the National NCA Forum, July 2019

Layering of successive donor-funded 
projects has been a key success factor
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Future accounts in Stats SA’s
Natural Capital series will include

Accounts for marine ecosystem assets

• Feeding into multi-sectoral 
Marine Spatial Planning

Accounts for 
Strategic Water 
Source Areas –
the 10% of land 

that delivers 50% 
of SA’s water –

critical for water 
security

SWSAs are a national policy priority:
• Medium Term Strategic Framework 2019-2024
• Five-year target: 11 of 22 SWSAs secured

• Making the social 
& economic case 
for biodiversity

Biodiversity Economy Satellite Account 


