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Introduction: Status of Proposed 

Classification

ÅProposal made to London Group on 
Environmental Accounting at May 2009 meeting

ÅDiscussions took place within the sub-group

ÅConsultation with Eurostat experts on waste 
statistics 

ÅDiscussion by the Expert Group Meeting on 
Classification (September 2009)

ÅComments on revised proposal have been received 
but not included in the paper yet



Information needs for tracking 

physical flows

ÅNeed to track flows of materials from the 
environment to the economy, within the 
economy, returns to the environment

ÅUse for policy analysis, waste management

ÅIncludes materials with no monetary value

ÅPrinciple of material balance requires 
information not usually found in economic 
accounts



Frameworks for definition and 

classification of solid waste

ÅCentral Product Classification Version 2 

(CPC Ver. 2) 

ÅSEEA 2003

ÅWaste Framework Directive (WFD):  

European Waste Commission Statistical 

Classifications (EWC Stat) 



SEEA-2003 flows

ÅFlows of natural resources and ecosystem 
inputs 

Classified using the asset classification

ÅPhysical product flows 

Classified according to CPC

ÅResiduals

Combine several classifications including 
solid waste



Issues

1. Definition of waste and the scope of the 
waste accounts

2. Distinctions between products and 
residuals

3. Alignment of the classification with the 
SEEA system boundaries

4. Classification for waste, residuals and 
ecosystem inputs



Definition of waste

SEEA-2003

ÅProducts are goods and services produced and 
used within the economic sphere, including 
residuals that have positive value to the generator

ÅResiduals are not uniquely defined 

ÅIncidental and undesired outputs from the 
economy that have zero value to the generator

ÅFlows from the economy to the environment

ÅWaste is sub-item of residual ïsolid waste that 
stays within the economy



CPC ver. 2

ÅCovers everything that is transacted within the 

economy (products and waste- CPC 39)

ÅPrinciples of CPC

ÅIndustrial origin

ÅPhysical characteristics of product

ÅWaste scattered in several CPC classes

ÅValue is not a criterion for product definition

ÅCPC not appropriate for waste

Definition of waste ïContôed



Proposed definition of waste (based on WFD)

Waste includes all materials that are discarded and are 
not reused, regardless of their destination or monetary 
value

ÅMaterials discarded directly to the environment without treatment 
are waste

ÅMaterials reused without needing treatments are NOT waste

ÅMaterials discarded and subsequently treated and recycled are 
waste until recovered

ÅMaterial collected by a waste collection scheme are waste

ÅDefinition of waste does not depend on the value of the goods 
discarded (nor on the destination except for ISIC 38)

Definition of waste ïContôed


