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The Convention

One of the three “Rio Conventions”:
• Three objectives: conservation, sustainable use, and fair and equitable benefit 

sharing

• 193 Parties; entry into force 29 December 1993

• Institutions:

Conference of the Parties (COP); COP-10: October 2010, Nagoya, 

Japan

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 

(SBSTTA)

Open-ended Working Groups; other ad-hoc bodies as necessary

Secretariat

• New Strategic Plan for biodiversity 2011-2020

• Various programmes of work

• Protocols:

Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; 160 Parties; entry into force 11 September 

2003

Nagoya Protocol on ABS



Strategic Plan

• Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 adopted by COP-10 

in Nagoya, Japan, in October 2010.

• SP contains frequent references to ecosystem services (starting 

with the vision and rationale, and in particular strategic goal 

D).

• Vision: Living in Harmony with Nature. By 2050, biodiversity 

is valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, maintaining 

ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy plant and delivering 

benefits essential for all people.

• Mission: Take effective and urgent action to halt the loss of 

biodiversity in order to ensure that by 2020 ecosystems are 

resilient and continue to provide essential services, thereby 

securing the planet’s variety of life, and contributing to human 

well-being, and poverty eradication.



Strategic Plan

• 5 strategic goals

• 20 global headline 

targets (Aichi targets)



Strategic Plan



Strategic Plan



Strategic Plan: implementation

COP-10 urges Parties and other Governments, with the support of 

organizations, to implement the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011-2020 and in particular to:

•By 2012: Develop national and regional targets, using the Strategic Plan and its 

Aichi Targets, as a flexible framework, with a view to contributing to collective 

global efforts to reach the global targets,

•By 2014: Review, and as appropriate update and revise, their national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans, including by integrating their national 

targets into their national biodiversity strategies and action plans, adopted as a 

policy instrument,

•Use the revised and updated national biodiversity strategies and action plans as 

effective instruments for the integration of biodiversity targets into national 

development and poverty reduction policies and strategies, national accounting, 

as appropriate, economic sectors and spatial planning processes,…

(decision X/2, paragraphs 3 (b) to (d)) 



Relevance of SEEA

SEEA as a mainstreaming tool

• Strategic goal A: Address the underlying causes of biodiversity 

loss by mainstreaming biodiversity across government and 

society.

• Aichi Target two:

“By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have been 

integrated into national and local development and poverty 

reduction strategies and planning processes and are being 

incorporated into national accounting, as appropriate, and 

reporting systems.”

 UN SEEA guidance natural to look at as a starting point for 

orientation and guidance on environmental accounting



Relevance of SEEA

SEEA as reporting system for monitoring implementation of 

revised NBSAPs in accordance with the SP

•COP-10: Parties are to “monitor and review the implementation 

of their national biodiversity strategies and action plans in 

accordance with the Strategic Plan and their national targets 

making use of the set of indicators developed for the Strategic Plan 

as a flexible framework”

•The set of global indicators is currently under development 

(AHTEG will meet 20-24 June 2011)

Applications of revised UN SEEA at national level could help 

achieving this task, in particular with regard to those targets 

focussing on ecosystem services

SEEA work on ecosystem accounting could be informed by 

CBD work on global indicators



Relevance of SEEA

For instance:

“By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, including 

services related to water, and contribute to health, livelihoods 

and well-being, are restored and safeguarded, taking into 

account the needs of women, indigenous and local communities, 

and the poor and vulnerable” (target 14)

• water provisioning, regulation and purification are critically 

important services provided by ecosystems, underpinned by 

biodiversity, and essential to sustainable development;

• there is a clear scientific and technical basis to strengthen 

attention to water across all relevant interests and programmes 

of work of the Convention.

(decision X/28 on inland water biodiversity)



Summary

1. Integration, as appropriate, of biodiversity values into national 

accounts, one of the mainstreaming targets of the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity

2. Strengthened ecosystem accounting, and SEEA guidance 

thereon, could play a useful role in monitoring implementation 

of revised NBSAPs

3. Achieving progress on ecosystem accounting, including 

guidance thereon as part of the revised SEEA, will be very 

useful, and CEEA’s commitment to deliver will facilitate 

planning

4. Biodiversity components in SEEA ecosystem accounting 

guidance could be informed by pertinent CBD work




