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What is the SEEA?

ÅSatellite system of the SNA?

ÅSystem in its own right?

ÅWhat sets the SNA apart from the SEEA?

ÅIs the SEEA a simple extension of the SNA that 
expands its asset boundary and flow account?

ÅIs the SEEA a system approach to the environment 
providing information on the state and quality of 
the ecosystems and their ability of providing 
services?



Asset accounts in the SEEA

ÅDescribe the state of the environment

ÅStocks and changes in stocks ïquantity and 
quality 

ÅInclude produced and non-produced assets 
(natural capital)

ÅCloser to the information system of the scientific 
community

ÅStrength of the SEEA is to bring together science 
and economics 
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Two systems
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Implications on the classification 

structure
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No change in coverage



Definition of asset

Å2008 SNA

An asset is a store of value representing a 

benefit or series of benefits accruing to the 

economic owner by holding or using the 

entity over a period of time. It is a means of 

transferring value from one accounting 

period to another.(2008 SNA, para 3.30). 



Definition of asset - Continued

ÅSEEA-2003 

Defined in terms of the provision of 

environmental functionswhich provide use 

and non-use benefits



ÅRevised SEEA - proposal

An asset is a store of value representing a benefit 

or series of benefits accruing to the owner.

ÅValue: capacity of the ecosystem of providing 

services

ÅBenefits: rewards for providing services ïuse and 

non-use benefits

ÅOwner: could be global owner (atmosphere, 

oceans)

Definition of asset - Continued



From 1993 SNA to 2008 SNA

- Changes in the asset classification

Å ñTangible non-produced assetò replaced with ñnatural 
resourcesò

ÅñIntangible non produced assetsò split into ñContract leases 
and licensesòand ñGoodwill and marketing assetsò

ÅLand improvement

ÅCost of ownership transfers on land recorded as land 
improvements

ÅCost of ownership transfers on non-produced assets other 
than land added to the value of non-produced asset

ÅñMineral explorationò replaced with ñMineral exploration 
and evaluationò



Land and natural resources

Å2008 SNA

Natural resources consist of naturally 

occurring assets such as land, water 

resources, uncultivated forests and deposits 

of minerals that have an economic value



Å SEEA-2003

ÅNatural resource assets are defined as those elements of the 
environment that provide use used in economic activity (or that 
may provide such benefits one day) and that are subject primarily 
to quantitative depletion through human use.  They are sub-divided 
into four categories: mineral and energy resources, soil resources, 
water resources and biological resources. 

ÅLand and surface water assets are defined as the areas within the 
national territory that provide direct or indirect use benefits (or 
that may provide such benefits one day) through the provision of 
space for economic and non-economic (for example recreational) 
human activities

Land and natural resources


