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SAVE THE DATE:
Hello UNCEEA members! We're excited to bring you the first

issue of our UNCEEA Quarterly Update designed to keep
members of the UNCEEA informed about the work of its
technical committees and working groups and relevant
happenings related to the UNCEEA.

In the Spotlight

Highlights from the UN Statistical Commission, 4-7 March 2025

THE 20TH MEETING OF THE
UNCEEA WILL TAKE PLACE

VIRTUALLY ON 25-26 JUNE 2025

During the 56th session of the UN Statistcal Commission several important decisions were taken with
regard to the work of the UNCEEA. In particular, the list of issues and the update process for the SEEA
Central Framework update were endorsed! The work on the update of the SEEA Central Framework has
now fully started.

The updated mandate and governance of the UNCEEA was approved. This means that a Steering Group
consisting of the Bureau’s delegates to the Statistical Commission will be established. This is expected to
strengthen high-level engagement and build better linkages to related areas of work and priorities within
statistical offices. The Steering Group will meet annually on the sidelines of the Commission’s session, with
an additional meeting sometime during the year. Also, the updated mandate envisages the appointment
of a Co-chair. A call for interest in the UNCEEA Co-Chair position was made for UNCEEA members in the
last Bureau Meeting. The updated UNCEEA Mandate and Governance is available on the SEEA website at
https:/ /seea.un.org/content/un-committee-experts-environmental-economic-accounting-unceea.

The Statistical Commission also took note of the progress in developing global databases for the SEEA
priority areas and welcomed the plan to re-evaluate these areas for the next five years. Area Cis currently
working on the assessment.

The SEEA implementation in countries and the revitalization of the SEEA focal point network was noted.
The Statistical Commission encouraged the Committee to continue its efforts to coordinate capacity
building activities on the SEEA during the update process, also in support of the 2025 SNA implementation
given the close connection particularly on natural resources accounts.

Finally, the work of the London Group on Environmental Accounting was welcomed and the London
Group was encouraged to continue supporting the UNCEEA to update the SEEA Central Framework.
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UNCEEA Working groups updates

Area A - Coordination and communication

This Working Group is currently developing a communication strategy for the update of the SEEA Central
Framework with the objective of supporting the update process in an inclusive and transparent manner.
This year there are opportunities to collaborate with the Sprint on Net Zero Initiative led by the Network
of Economic Statisticians. Also, the Working Group is exploring connections with the Expert Group on
Wellbeing Measurement to support the Beyond GDP initiative.

Area B1 - Technical Committee on the SEEA Central Framework

The Technical Committee on the SEEA Central Framework (SEEA CF TC) has set up four task teams for
the update of the SEEA Central Framework. The update of the SEEA Central Framework is currently in the
phase of drafting ‘scoping notes’ that will refine the description of the issues. These scoping notes will be
discussed by the task teams during the month of April and will form the basis for the preparation of
‘guidance notes” with proposed recommendations on how to resolve the issues. A webpage for the update
of the SEEA Central Framework has been set up and will contain information on the update process. Please
see https:/ /seea.un.org/content/update-seea-central-framework

The SEEA CF TC is also coordinating the work on the update of SEEA CF with the London Group on
Environmental Accounting. The upcoming London Group meeting, which will take place on 22-25
September in Estonia, will support the discussion of a number of issues related to the update of the SEEA
CF. Please refer to the event page in the SEEA website: https://seea.un.org/events/london-group-
environmental-accounting-31st-meeting

Area B2 - Technical Committee on the SEEA Ecosystem Accounting

The Technical Committee on the SEEA Ecosystem Accounting (SEEA EA TC) has focused its activities on
supporting the implementation and operationalization of the SEEA Ecosystem Accounting, including
supporting the compilation of the SEEA-related headline indicators of the Global Biodiversity Framework
where ecosystem extent and ecosystem services accounts play an important role. At recent meetings of the
SEEA EA TC, various initiatives related to ecosystem accounting were discussed, in particular the Global
Ecosystems Atlas initiative led by the Group on Earth Observations, the World Ecosystem Extent Dynamics
(WEED) project led by the European Space Agency and the EU-funded project on the SEEA-related
indicators for the Global Biodiversity Framework of UNSD.

Area C - Development of databases

This Working Group has been working on the development of databases for SEEA accounts in line with
international statistical standards and recommendations to support priority areas of the UNCEEA. The
Working Group is currently preparing the questionnaires and process for the 2025 round of data collection
on Physical Energy Flow Accounts (PEFA), Air Emissions Accounts (AEA) and Material Flow Accounts
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(MFA). It is also reviewing feasibility studies on potential data collection on physical supply and use tables
for water and land. The focus of the work in the next few months will be to re-evaluate the priority areas
previously identified by the UNCEEA with the objective of proposing to the UNCEEA new priority areas
for the next five years.

Area D - Implementation and statistical capacity-building

This Working Group has recently expanded its membership to include more organizations and agencies
with a programme on environmental-economic accounts in order to seek better synergies and coordinate
technical assistance activities to countries. As part of its efforts to revitalize the network of Focal Points,
the Working Group is organizing two webinars: one to inform the Focal Points on the update process of
the SEEA Central Framework on 16 April 2025, and the second one on the ongoing data collection activities
on PEFA and AEA later in 2025. More information on the webinar is available at:
https:/ /seea.un.org/events/seea-webinar-road-towards-2028-seea-central-framewok

The UNCEEA Quarterly Update is prepared with contributions by the Chairs of the UNCEEA
Working Groups and Technical Committees

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact UNSD at seea(@un.org
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