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Global Consultation on the Initial List of Issues 
for the Update of the SEEA Central Framework
Comment form

Introduction
The update of the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting – Central Framework (SEEA CF) was endorsed by the United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC) during its 55th session in March 2024 (Decision 55/109(a) of E/CN.3/2024/36). As noted by the UNSC, an update of the SEEA CF is needed for two main reasons:
· Harmonization with other statistical standards. It is important for the SEEA CF to remain coherent with the updated System of National Accounts and other recently revised standards. It is also important to coordinate with ongoing revision processes, such as those for the Classification of the Functions of Government and the Government Finance Statistics Manual, on issues of common interest.
· Meeting user needs. The SEEA CF should be responsive to emerging demands for integrated environmental and economic data in support of climate change, circular economy, disaster risk reduction, biodiversity and other policies.
The update of the SEEA CF will be carried out under the auspices of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Environmental-Economic Accounting (UNCEEA) and its Technical Committee on the SEEA CF (SEEA CF TC). It is anticipated that the update will be completed by March 2028.
The Global Consultation on the Initial List of Issues for the Update of the SEEA CF is being conducted with countries, international/regional organizations and broader user communities to collect feedback on the initial list of issues which was identified by the SEEA CF TC. The feedback from the global consultation will contribute to the finalization of the list of issues for the update of the SEEA CF which will be presented to the 56th session of the UNSC in 2025.
What is the SEEA Central Framework?
The SEEA CF is the international statistical standard for environmental-economic accounting adopted by the UNSC at its 43rd Session in 2012. The SEEA CF brings together, in a single measurement system, information on natural resources such as water, minerals, energy, timber, fish, soil, land, pollution and waste, etc. The SEEA CF consists of accounts which cover stocks of environmental assets, environmental flows and economic activity related to the environment. 
Importantly, the SEEA CF applies the same accounting concepts, structures, rules and principles to different sets of environmental information. Because these concepts are aligned with those of the System of National Accounts, this environmental information can then be integrated with economic information.  
More information on the SEEA CF can be found here.
Who should fill out this comment form?
This comment form is being circulated to national statistical offices, relevant international/regional organizations and the broader user community (e.g. environmental economists, academia, private sector, etc.). It is intended to be completed by those who currently compile or use the SEEA CF, or intend to do so in the future.
When filling out the comment form, respondents are encouraged to consult with or forward the comment form to relevant users/producers of the accounts in their institutions and/or in other relevant institutions in their country as appropriate. 
What is the aim of the comment form?
The aim of the comment form is to collect feedback on the initial list of issues and their suggested prioritization in order to finalize the list of issues for the update of the SEEA CF. 
How will the responses be used?
The responses to the comment form will be reviewed by the SEEA CF TC to finalize the list of issues for the update of the SEEA CF. The final list of issues will be presented to the UN Statistical Commission at its 56th Session in 2025, along with a summary of the results of the Global Consultation. 

In addition, to maximize transparency UNSD plans make the responses to this comment form available (no email addresses will be released) on the UNSD website here <link to be inserted>. At the end of the comment form, you can indicate whether you content to having your response published on the UNSD website. If you answer “no”, your response will only be used internally by the SEEA CF TC.

How to fill the comment form?
This comment form is available in two formats: 
· an online form, available here; or
· a stand-alone Microsoft Word document, to be sent to seea@un.org.

Your response to this comment form should be submitted by Friday, 13 September 2024. 

Your input into this global consultation is very important and your participation is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us at seea@un.org. 


Contact and background information

Contact information
   1. Name: 	Click or tap here to enter text.
   2. Country: 	Click or tap here to enter text.
   3. Institution: 	Click or tap here to enter text.
   4. Division: 	Click or tap here to enter text.
   5. Job title: 	Click or tap here to enter text.
   6. Email: 	Click or tap here to enter text.


7. We encourage a coordinated response from your institution. Please indicate below if your response is coordinated with experts in the following areas within your institution (please select all that apply).
☐ national accounts
☐ environment statistics 
☐ economic statistics 
☐ energy statistics 
☐ agricultural statistics 
☐ other, please specify

8. Is your response coordinated with other institutions in your country?
☐ Yes. If yes, with whom? Click or tap here to enter text.
☐ No
☐ Not applicable

9. Does your institution compile or use SEEA Central Framework (CF) accounts (please select all that apply)? 
☐	My institution compiles SEEA CF accounts 
☐	My institution uses SEEA CF accounts
☐	My institution provides data for the compilation of SEEA CF accounts
☐	My institution does not compile, use or provide data for SEEA CF accounts, but the framework is relevant to the work of my institution. 






Initial list of issues

The Technical Committee on the SEEA CF (SEEA CF TC) has created an initial list of issues for the update of the SEEA CF. Detailed descriptions of each issue are available at: <XXXXXX>

Some of these issues have been identified as "must-do" (i.e. priority ranking of 0) issues for the update because they are either fundamental to the SEEA CF, have high policy relevance, or are issues for which the work has already been done and should be reflected in an updated SEEA CF. Other issues have been given a prioritization of 1-4, with 1 being the highest priority after "must-do" issues, and 4 being the lowest priority. The categories are elaborated further in the “Initial list of issues and the prioritization of issues for the SEEA CF update" document, available at:  <xxxx>

10. Do you have additional comments on the issues that have been identified as “must-do’s” (i.e. prioritization of 0)? Please be specific in your answer, making clear reference to the issue you are commenting on.
Click or tap here to enter text.




11. Do you have any comments on the prioritization of issues that have been given a prioritization of 1-4? Please be specific in your answer, making clear reference to the issue you are commenting on and why you disagree with the proposed prioritization.
Click or tap here to enter text.




12. Do you have any additional issues for the update of the SEEA CF that were not identified in the initial list of issues?
Click or tap here to enter text.




13. In order to maximize transparency, do you give consent for UNSD to publish your response on the SEEA website? Please note that no email addresses will be released.
☐ Yes
☐ No

14. Would you like to be kept informed of new developments in the update of the SEEA CF?
☐ Yes
☐ No

15. Are you be interested in actively contributing to the work of any of the following task teams? Please note that task teams of experts are being set up to advance the technical discussion on the various issues. The SEEA CF TC will review the composition of the task teams and may not be able to accommodate all requests.
☐ Yes; Task Team A on Overarching Topics, including Consistency with the SNA
☐ Yes; Task Team B on Physical Flow Accounts
☐ Yes; Task Team C on Environmental Activity Accounts and Related Flows
☐ Yes; Task Team D on Asset Accounts
☐ No, I am not interested.

Thank you for your response. If you have any questions/concerns, please contact us at seea@un.org. 
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