MEETING OF THE BUREAU OF THE UN COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON

ENVIRONMENTAL ACCOUNTING
9 September 2025 —Virtual TEAMS meeting

Meeting minutes

Present: Jacqui Vitas (ABS, Australia and Co-Chair of the UNCEEA); Piedad Urdinola (DANE,
Colombia and Co-chair of the UNCEEA), Jonathan Khoo (ABS and chair of Area A); Sonia
Raizenne and Jennifer Withington (Statistics Canada); Andrea Camila Pereira, Camilo Mendez
Coronado and Diego Andres Cobaleda Martinez, (DANE, Colombia); Sven Kaumanns (Federal
Statistical Office of Germany and London Group on Environmental Accounting); Raul Figueroa
and Jesarela Lopez Aguilar (INEGIL Mexico); Sjoerd Schenau (Statistics Netherlands and Chair
of the UNCEEA Technical Committee on the SEEA CF); Mandy Driver (Chair of SEEA EA
Technical Committee); Rachael Milicich (Statistics New Zealand); Kirsten Newton, lan
Townsend and Jonny Mudge (ONS, United Kingdom); Arturo De La Fuente (Eurostat);
Alessandra Alfieri (IMF); Bram Edens and Roberto Astolfi (OECD); Ilaria Di Matteo, Steven
King and Elsa Begne De Larrea (UNSD); Jose Pablo Valdes Martinez (World Bank)

Regrets: Sokol Vako, Christine Magu (Kenya Bureau of Statistics)
1. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS OF CO-CHAIRS

Jacqui Vitas (ABS) and Piedad Urdinola (DANE), co-chairs of the UNCEEA, welcomed the
Bureau members and introduced the agenda.

2. OVERVIEW OF THE UNCEEA CONSULTATION ON THE DISCUSSION NOTE ON THE
INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL STANDARDS

Ilaria Di Matteo (UNSD) gave an overview of the recent consultation with members of the
UNCEEA on the Proposal for Maintaining and Updating International Statistical Standards. This
proposal, developed by the Task Team on the Future International Macroeconomic Statistical
Standards, aims to enhance the coordination of development and update of macroeconomic
standards, including environmental-economic accounting, and lead to better integration. The
consultation formed part of a dedicated engagement with the governing bodies of the relevant
standards ahead of a consultation and subsequent submission to the UN Statistical Commission
(UNSC) in 2026.

The Bureau reviewed the feedback received from UNCEEA members. Overall, the Bureau
welcomed the initiative to improve coordination, coherence, and harmonization across
macroeconomic, including environmental-economic accounting. At the same time, the Bureau
took note of the concerns raised during the consultation.

Taking into consideration the feedback received, UNSD and IMF will put forward to the Task
Team on the Future International Macroeconomic Statistical Standards the proposal to postpone



the global consultation and submission of the document to the UNSC in 2027. This will allow
more time to reflect the comments received as well as further consultat with the various groups.
A side meeting on the proposal may be considered during the UNSC in 2026.

Actions: The Secretariat, in consultation with the UNCEEA Co-chairs, will inform the broader
UNCEEA of the main issues raised during the UNCEEA consultation. A formal communication
on the way forward will be communicated at a later stage to all governing bodies.

3. TASK TEAM ON ENVIRONMENT OF THE EXPERT GROUP ON WELLBEING
MEASUREMENT (EGWM)

Jacqui Vitas (UNCEEA Co-Chair) provided an introduction of the Expert Group on Wellbeing
Measurement (EGWM), established by the UN Statistical Commission in 2024 to develop
Framework for Inclusive and Sustainable Wellbeing (FISW). The UNCEEA was invited to Co-
Chair the Task Team on Environment and contribute to the work of the Task team.

Two nominations for Co-Chairs were proposed, at the Bureau meeting, these will be forwarded
to the EGWM. A number of experts also expressed interest in participating in the work as
members of the Task team.

Actions: The UNCEEA Secretariat will circulate a call of interest among the UNCEEA to
participate in the Task team with a deadline of 30 September and will inform the Co-Chairs of
EGWM of the nominations from the UNCEEA.

4. NET ZERO SPRING

Jacqui Vitas (UNCEEA Co-Chair) gave a quick overview of the Net-Zero Sprint which is
organized under the auspices of the Network of Economic Statisticians (NES) and under the
leadership of Jacqui Vitas. The first webinar was held on 21 August 2025, and the second
webinar will take place on 15 October 2025. An outcome of the Sprint is the development of a
Storybook which identifies relevant frameworks and indicators, data sources and innovative
techniques to enable international comparisons and country-specific data, statistics and insights;
and outlines what National Statistical Offices (NSOs) can do to keep pace with the Net Zero
agenda. Area A is involved in in the Sprint and agreed to contribute to the Storybook.

Actions: Bureau members were also invited to contribute to the Storybook with links to Net
Zero initiatives, indicators, frameworks, and participate in the next webinar of the Net Zero
Sprint.



5. ORGANIZATION OF THE STEERING GROUP MEETING

Piedad Urdinola (UNCEEA Co-Chair) informed the Bureau that the first meeting of the
UNCEEA Steering Group is scheduled for Monday, 27 October 2025 from 7am to 8am (NY
time). The Bureau discussed potential topics for and key questions for the Steering Group.

The Bureau raised several potential topics for consideration, including highlighting current
priorities- such as the update of the SEEA CF- and emphasizing the importance of effective
communication, particularly in the context of the SEEA CF update. Another suggested topic
focused on exploring approaches to improving the coverage and quality of ongoing data
collection activities. Members suggested using this meeting as an opportunity to inform senior
management about the work of the UNCEEA and to raise awareness of the significance of the
SEEA.

Actions: the UNCEEA Secretariat will prepare an annotated agenda in consultation with the
Bureau in the next couple of weeks.

6. UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE COP30

Piedad Urdinola (UNCEEA Co-Chair) informed the Bureau about the upcoming UN Climate
Change Conference (COP30), which will take place in Belém, Brazil, from 10 to 21 November
2025. COP30 will focus on priority actions to address climate change, review updated national
action plans (NDCs), and assess progress on the financial commitments made at COP29.

The Bureau acknowledged the importance of engaging national statistical offices (NSOs) in
climate-related work and encouraged members of the SEEA community to reach out to relevant
national focal points to brief them on the relevance of environmental-economic accounts.

7. PREPARATION ON THE UNCEEA REPORT AT THE UN STATISTICAL COMMISSION

Ilaria Di Matteo (UNSD) informed the Bureau of the timeline for the preparation of the
UNCEEA report to the UNSC. As in past years, UNCEEA Secretariat will circulate a request for
contributions to Area leads and other relevant groups working on environmental accounting,
prepare a complete first draft for review by the UNCEEA Bureau and then circulate it to the
broader UNCEEA prior to submission.

8. TOUR OF THE TABLE

Area A: The Chair of Area A gave an update of the discussions that took place within the group
which included the contribution to the Net Zero Sprint, the organization of the Task team on
Environment of the EGWM, communication on the SEEA CF update, and the preparation of the
next issue of the UNCEEA Quarterly Update. Area leads were requested to send updates on



their respective working groups. The next issue is expected to be finalized and circulated by the
end of September/beginning of October.

AREA B1: The Chair of Area Bl informed the Bureau about the progress of work in the update
of the SEEA Central Framework. The Scoping notes of issues under Task teams A, B and D have
been circulated for comments and were finalized. The Scoping Notes of issues under Task team
C will soon be circulated for comments. Guidance notes are already being prepared with
particular focus on issues planned for the global consultation in Q1 2026. Work is being carried
out in close coordination with the revision processes of GFS and COFOG. A physical meeting of
Area B1 will take place in New York from 17-21 November 2025.

AREA B2: UNSD provided a briefing on behalf of the Chair of Area B2 on the activities of the
group. The Technical Committee is discussing progress in the development of the Ecosystem
Services Accounting Compatibility Assessment Tool (ESA-CAT), reviewing the development of
guidance notes for the SEEA CF issues related to SEEA EA (e.g. issues Al, A4, A9, B3, B7, D1,
D7, and D8), and also engaging in the substantive discussion related to the development of
operational guidelines for SEEA related headline indicators of the GBF which are being
developed by UNSD under a EU -funded project. Also, the TC EA provided inputs in the
development of guidelines to support the implementation of the IUCN GET such as the [UCN
Guidelines for classifying agricultural and plantation forestry ecosystems in the IUCN Global Ecosystem
Typology and IUCN Standards, methods and guidelines for cross-referencing ecosystem classifications
and maps to the IUCN Global Ecosystem Typology, which are now available online.

AREA C: The Chair of Area C informed the Bureau that the upcoming Area C meeting will
discuss follow up work from the decisions at the last UNCEEA meeting with regard to the
priority accounts for global databases and develop a plan to assess the feasibility for the new
priority accounts. The data collection on PEFA and AEA is ongoing with a deadline for
submission coordinated across Eurostat, OECD and UNSD of 30 September 2025.

AREA D: UNSD provided a briefing on behalf of the Co-Chairs of Area D. The next meeting of
Area D will take place on 18 September and will discuss upcoming capacity building activities
on the SEEA by area D members. Also, the 2025 round of Global Assessment is expected to be
launched in Q3 2025.

London Group: The Chair of the London Group provided an update on the activities of the
group and, in particular, on the upcoming London Group meeting which will take place in
Tallinn, Estonia, from 22-25 September 2025. The agenda of the London Group meeting was
developed in close coordination with Area Bl in order to contribute and advance the discussion
on the research agenda of the SEEA Central Framework. Also the London Group is revising its
Term of Reference which are expected to be discussed at the London Group meeting and
submitted to the UN Statistical Commission in 2026 for approval.
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