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SEEA WEBINAR SERIES
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SEEA ECOSYSTEM ACCOUNTING: RECENT COUNTRY EXPERIENCES AND THE PATHWAY TO SYNERGIES WITH THE GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK
MONDAY, 20 MAY 2024
7:30 – 9:30 AM (NEW YORK TIME) |ONLINE
Event page and registration at bit.ly/SEEA

CONCEPT NOTE

In March 2021, the UN Statistical Commission adopted the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting - Ecosystem Accounting (SEEA EA) as a statistical framework that provides a comprehensive and standardised approach to measuring ecosystems and the services they provide to humanity, tracking changes in ecosystem assets and services, and linking this information to economic and other activity. This was a significant achievement for ecosystem accounting, resulting from detailed testing and extensive consultation. 
The SEEA EA has seen remarkable uptake in countries; according to the 2023 Global Assessment on Environmental-Economic Accounting and Supporting Statistics, 41 countries have compiled at least one ecosystem or thematic account. The implementation of the accounts can vary across countries as it reflects a country’s specific situation in terms of data sources, data infrastructure, priorities and institutional set up. While the SEEA EA provide the conceptual framework, operational guidelines are essential to address practical aspects in the compilation of the accounts.
Sharing the collective experiences of countries in compiling the SEEA EA is crucial, serving not only as a means of mutual learning but also as a way to pinpoint areas requiring further guidance. In addition, the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) provides a new impetus for country implementation of the SEEA EA. The monitoring framework of the GBF includes headline indicators for country reporting. Two of these indicators – A.2 Extent of natural ecosystems and B.1 Services provided by ecosystems – use the SEEA EA as their methodological basis, in particular ecosystem extent and service accounts, respectively. The full list of indicators of the GBF can be found here.
This is the second webinar of the webinar series organised by the UN Committee of Experts on Environmental-Economic Accounting (UNCEEA) on the Use of the SEEA for policy. The first webinar has introduced participants to the statistical framework, the SEEA EA, and how it is being used for indicators A.2 and B.1. The second webinar will provide an opportunity for countries to share their experiences, good practices and challenges in compiling SEEA EA ecosystem extent and ecosystem services accounts from a technical or practical standpoint, with an eye towards how the resulting accounts can be used to support the monitoring framework of the GBF. 
Objectives
1. To share experiences in the compilation of SEEA EA, with focus on data sources, institutional environment, resources and methods used.
2. To gain an insight into the lessons learned and practical steps that countries have taken in the compilation of SEEA EA.
Audience 
This webinar is directed to national statistical officers, environment ministries, policy makers, and other stakeholders that have experience or interest in the compilation and implementation of ecosystem accounts based on the SEEA EA; and other line ministries and organisations that support the compilation of the accounts, including data producers and users, in particular the CBD focal points. 
Expected outcomes
Participants will gain a deeper understanding of the SEEA EA, particularly the ecosystem extent and ecosystem services accounts and their role in the monitoring framework of the GBF. In addition, participants will gain insight into countries’ experiences in compiling ecosystem extent and ecosystem services accounts. 
The webinar will be conducted in English only.

Agenda

	7:30 – 7:40
	Welcome and introduction 
· Ilaria Di Matteo, Chief of Section, Environmental-Economic Accounts Section, United Nations Statistics Division
· Jonathon Khoo, Acting Program Manager, Physical Environment Accounts and Statistics, Australian Bureau of Statistics and Chair of the Working Group on Coordination and Communication of the UNCEEA
· Chair: Mandy Driver, Chair of the SEEA EA Technical Committee

	7:40 – 7:50
	Refresher on SEEA EA extent and services accounts and their role in the headline indicators of the GBF
· Marko Javorsek, Statistician, Environmental-Economic Accounts Section, United Nations Statistics Division

	7:50 – 9:25
	Ecosystem extent and services accounts: Country case studies
· Nokuthula Mahlangu, Senior Specialist in Ecosystem Accounting, South African National Biodiversity Institute 
· Sudeepta Ghosh, Director, Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation
· Nova Sharkey, Statistician, Central Statistics Office of Ireland
· Gemma Thomas, Statistician, Office for National Statistics of United Kingdom

	9:25 – 9:30   
	Closing remarks
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