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Issues

ÅDefinition of product, waste, residual

ÅProposal for a reorganization of the 

structure of classification of physical flows

ÅScope of waste accounts



Definition of products, 

by-products, waste, residual

Å2008 SNA

Productsare goods and services that are the result 
of production

By-productsare products necessarily produced 
with principal products (wheat and straw)

Joint productsare products produced 
simultaneously by a single activity (sugar and 
molasses)

No definition of waste or residual



Definition of products, 

by-products and waste (Contôed)

ÅCPC ver.2

ÅIn general follows SNA definition

ÅCovers everything that is transacted within the 
economy (products and waste)

ÅPrinciples of CPC

ÅIndustrial origin

ÅPhysical characteristic of product

ÅHarmonization with HS (waste)

ÅWaste scattered in several CPC classes

ÅValue is not a criterion



Definition of products, 

by-products and waste (Contôed)

ÅWaste Framework Directive

ÅProducts materials created in a production process

ÅBy-products materials deliberately produced in a 
production process but may or may not be waste. 

ÅFor a material to be a by-product 3 tests have to 
hold simultaneously:

ÅFurther use is a certainty

ÅMaterial can be reused without further processing

ÅPart of a continuous process of production



Definition of products, 

by-products and waste (Contôed)

ÅWaste Framework Directive

ÅWaste Material for which the generator has no 
further use for own purpose of production, 
transformation or consumption and which he 
discards or intends to or is required to discard

ÅCan be generated at any stage of production or 
consumption

ÅCommercial value and economic reutilization 
are irrelevant



Definition of products, 

by-products and waste (Contôed)

ÅSEEA-2003

ÅProducts are goods and services produced within 
the economic sphere and used within it. Include 
also residuals that have positive value to the 
generator

ÅResiduals are not uniquely defined 

ÅIncidental and undesired outputs from the 
economy that have zero value to the generator

ÅFlows from the economy to the environment

ÅInclude dissipative use of products

ÅWaste is sub-item of residual ïsolid waste that 
stays within the economy



Comment

ÅDefinition of products is in general consistent 
across frameworks

ÅDefinition of residuals and waste is not:

ÅSEEA-2003 definition is linked to value

ÅWFD definition is linked to the notion of 
ñdiscardò 

ÅMaterial discarded can be:

ÅDelivered to another industry for further use 
without processing

ÅDischarged to a landfill

Å(Discharged to the environment)



Proposals on definitions

Å Definition of products should be fully 

consistent with that of the SNA

Å Waste ïuse definition of WFD

Å Explain the notion of discard and expand 

it to include also discharge of materials 

back to the environment (e.g. to 

uncontrolled landfill, to ambient water)


